Minutes of the NoMCO Meeting on May 13, 2010

The meeting was called to order at 7:12 P.M. by President Tom Kus.

Present:
Albertine Alexander, Jerry Braun, Shirley Braun, Phyllis Clifton, Mike Dawson, Millie Djuric, Cheryl Ealey, Sheila Ferrari, Jose Galarza, Carl Glenn, Lennel Grace, Vicki Haas, Gordon Hanson, June Hollins,  Beverly Howard, Jerry Koppel, Linda Koppel, Tom Kus, Dennis Murphy, Joann Murphy, Stacy Saunders, Donna Schoeneck. Edwin Walker, Donald Williams, Gary Woll, Judy Woll, Henderson Yarbrough, and Karen Yarbrough.

The treasurer presented her report.  The opening balance was $3176.61.  A check of $100.00 to the Chamber of Commerce was issued.  Interest earned was $0.25 bringing the new balance to $3076.86.

Mike Dawson reviewed some details of  the proposals for Lake and First Avenues stating that the opposing proposal was scaled down to 12,000 square feet of retail space whereas the Colonel Corner’s proposal included 18,000 square feet of retail space in the Old Widows Home.  There were 25 units in the Old Widows Home.

The minutes of the April meeting were accepted unanimously as emailed.

The Maywood Fine Arts is still waiting for Walter Luther to come up with a proposal regarding the Opera House.  It will depend on their insurance settlement.  The building is regarded as structurally sound.

John Prine is presenting two performances, tonight and Saturday evening.  Proceeds will be given to the Maywood Fine Arts.

On Wednesday’s Chicago Tonight, John Prine was publicized.

Election of next year’s officers was then held.  19 of the 28 attendees were eligible to vote.  The vote for President was 13 for Vicki Haas, 5 for Tom Kus, and 1 for Cheryl Ealey.  Sheila Ferrari was not running for office as reported at the previous meeting.  Therefore, all the other candidates for the remaining offices were running uncontested.  They were declared winners without counting the votes.  Vicki Haas was elected President.  Christine Randle was elected Vice President.  June Hollins was elected Treasurer.  Jerry Koppel was reelected Secretary;  however, he announced that this will be his last year.  John Yi was elected Newsletter Editor.

Vicki Haas then presented Victoria Granacki of Granacki Historic Consultants.  She serves on the Board of Directors of Landmarks Illinois, the Urban Development Committee of Metropolitan Planning Council, and Chicago’s 44th Ward Community Directed Development Committee.  She has nearly 30 years of experience in master planning, urban design, and historic preservation activities in both Chicago and its surrounding suburban communities.

To obtain landmark status, it is necessary for your building to retain the historic facade and use historic materials or like kind. Don’t remove features or add features that weren’t there originally.   The benefits include a limited property tax assessment freeze.

To obtain a property tax assessment freeze:  (1).  The contributing building should be in an historic district or it can be an individual landmark.  The renovation must have been started no longer than 4 years ago and completed no longer than 2 years ago.  (2)  The building must be owner occupied and can consist of one to six units.  (3) Yearly catch up involves a 25% assessment calculation which corresponds to an approximate 50% actual market value as explained in more detail further on in these minutes.  (4) Rehab must follow preservation standards.  (5)  Assessment will be frozen from date of beginning for 8 years.  In the ninth year, the assessment will rise by 25% of the difference between the frozen assessment and what the current assessment should be.  In the tenth year, the assessment will rise by another 25% of the difference bringing the assessment correction up to a total of 50%.  In the eleventh year, the assessment will rise by 25% of the difference again bringing the assessment correction up to 75%.  In the twelfth year, the assessment will rise again by 25% of the difference bringing the assessment up to the current appraisal.  Thus, the freeze lasts for 8 years and you receive partial benefits on a sliding scale for another 3 years.  At full assessment, new investments in your property can be made for another assessment freeze.

Approval requires applying to the Illinois Preservation Agency.  The application is in three parts.  (1) List the history.  (2) List the changes to be made. (3) List the nature of the work that you intend to do.  Work will have to be documented that it was done correctly.  The last time Chicago was assessed was in 2009.  Assessment can be rolled back to 2008 if the work was started in 2008.  It is best to obtain approval before starting the work.  Approval can be obtained if work is started first; however, it is mandatory to document everything being done.  When renovating, there is more leeway for non-historical modifications to the sides and rear of the building.  Likewise to the interior.

Examples were given.  Let’s suppose you are restoring a missing front porch.  Verification of the authenticity can be done by (1) photos, (2) documentation, (3) or by using buildings that are as similar as possible.  In the 1920’s, many open porches were enclosed.  Reopening these porches can be done to return the appearance back to the original.  A two flat can be modified to a single family residence; however, certain features must be preserved.  For example, the stairway to the second floor must be preserved, but the wall between the first floor and the stairway can be removed.  Window dimensions and style must be preserved.  If converting from aluminum windows to wood, appropriate style must be selected.  The same holds true for doors.  Additions are usually approved if they are added to the back.  If a famous person lived in the building, the building should look like it did when the famous person lived there.  If the exterior is not historic, the exterior cannot be changed, but the interior can be restored.  If aluminum siding is removed, the exterior must be restored to the original condition.  You don’t have to know the architect.  Just demonstrate that the building has historic characteristics.  Real estate journals are available and can be researched.  Unfortunately, they are not indexed which can make the research more difficult.

Maywood is a multiple resource district.

Commercial property improvement follows different rules which are more vigorous.  It involves a Class L classification which is quite complicated.  Local government has to sponsor and application must be made before starting.

The next meeting will be held at the First Congregational Church, Northwest corner of Fifth Ave and Erie Ave, 7:00 PM, Thursday evening, June 10, 2010.  Once more, everyone is invited.

If you have not yet paid your membership dues, please forward the fee to Albertine Alexander who is our current Treasurer.  Fees are $5.00 for an individual and $25.00 for a business.  Albertine can be reached at:

(708) 865-7690

alex.mac@sbcglobal.net
900 N 2nd Ave.

Maywood, IL  60153

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Jerry Koppel, Secretary

