NoMCO Minutes – Mar. 27, 2011

Candidate Forum  3:00 PM – 6:00 PM

NoMCO Meeting  6:00 PM – 7:05  PM

3:00 PM – 4:00 PM  Meet and Greet.  Approximately (fast count) 85 people (NoMCO members, candidates, and guests) attended.  Most attendees found seats at round tables and socialized at their respective tables.  A few (mainly candidates) circulated and conversed.

4:00 PM – 4:10 PM  Welcome speeches were given by Pastor Elliot Wimbush and Vicki Haas.  Mike Dawson video taped the forum.  Tapes of the forum will be available for loan from Maywood’s library in several days and will be played for public viewing at the library on Saturday, Apr. 2, 2011.  Moderator, Randy Hoel, announced the forum format.  Each candidate was allotted two minutes for their opening remarks to introduce themselves.  They then would be asked questions submitted by the audience.  Each candidate was allowed one minute to answer the question.  At the conclusion of the questioning, each candidate would be allocated one minute for their closing statement.  Ciante Jefferson and Isiah Brandon distributed 3 x 5 cards and collected questions.  Matt Dix served as the time keeper.  Sheila Ferrari served at the welcome table and checked in the guests.  Gary Woll aided also.  Vicki Haas announced that Village Mayor, Henderson Yarbrough, would be our guest speaker at NoMCO’s Apr. 14, 2011 meeting and make a “State of the Village” presentation.

4:10 PM – 4:25PM  Candidates for Maywood Park District Commissioner were scheduled.  Willie B. Dugan was a no show.  Pastor Elliot Wimbush utilized the full time allotted.

4:25 PM – 4:40 PM  Gary Woll spoke on the merits of keeping the current form of government (vote “yes”) and Cliff Christian advocated a return to the previous form of government where the mayor had greater power and the village would be divided in districts where each district would vote for their own representative (vote “no”).

4:40 PM – 5:55  Candidates for Village of Maywood Trustees.  Candidates spoke in the following order:  Cheryl A. Ealey (Independent Candidate), Dominique Garrett-Flowers (Maywood United Party), Kim Johnson (Maywood United Party), Marcius Scaggs (Independent – Write In Candidate), Edwenna Perkins (Independent Candidate), Joseph “Joe” Ratley (Independent Candidate), and Ron Rivers (Maywood United Party).  By 5:38 PM, the crowd had dwindled down to about 55 which included NoMCO members, candidates, and guests.

At the conclusion of the forum, guests were invited to remain, if they so wished, but NoMCO members were instructed to meet in the Wonnacut Room, the smaller room down the hall for NoMCO’s business meeting.

6:00 PM – 7:05 PM  Twenty three paid up NoMCO members attended.  They were, in alphabetical order:  Albertine Alexander, Phyllis Clifton, Mike Dawson, Matt Dix, Sheila Ferrari, Dominique Garrett-Flowers, Vicki Haas, Gordon Hanson, June Hollins, Audrey Jaycox, Kim Johnson, Jerry Koppel, Linda Koppel, Marge Kozel, Ellen Miles, Dennis Murphy, JoAnn Murphy, Elliot Wimbush, Marijo Wimbush, Gary Woll, Judy Woll, Henderson Yarbrough, And John Yi.

Mike Dawson made and Kim Johnson seconded a motion to change the name of NoMCO to Neighbors of Maywood Community Organization.  Motion was unanimously approved.  This is a by law change and in order for it to become effective, a second vote will be taken at the next regularly scheduled NoMCO meeting.

The next NoMCO meeting is scheduled for Thursday, Apr. 14, 2011, starting at 7:00 PM here at the First Congregational Church, except it will held in the Wonnacut Room due to the fact that the large room will be in use by Stairways to the Stars.  We’re asked to use the Erie Ave. entrance.

We then proceeded to vote privately for candidate endorsements.  JoAnn Murphy moved and Linda Koppel seconded a motion instructing us to insert Marcius Scaggs’ name in the write-in candidate position.  This was approved unanimously.  Gary Woll moved and Mike Dawson seconded a motion that we vote for school board candidates also.  This was rejected by a 5 to 18 vote declaring that it would not be appropriate to vote for the school board candidate endorsements since there wasn’t any school board candidate forums.  Sixteen votes (2/3 of 23) were needed for endorsement.  Voting numbers will be held confidentially.  The following endorsements were made:

Wheeling Park District Commissioner:


Elliot Wimbush

Referendum to keep current form of village government:
Yes

Village Board of Trustees:




Dominique Garrett-Flowers 

and Marcius Scaggs

District #89 School Board:

No vote

District #209 School Board:

No vote

Two additional items were announced and discussed.

Lots in Maywood are available this summer for gardening.

Litter in Maywood is a problem.  Lack of education seems to be a factor.  Posting of “No Litter” signs were suggested.  A no litter campaign is needed.  The library has a trash compactor.  Someone asked whether it’s being used.  Mike Dawson suggested that a small bulletin board to this effect be placed on Comcast.

Meeting adjourned at 7:05 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Jerry Koppel, NoMCO Secretary

