NoMCO Minutes for June 9, 2011

The meeting was called to order by President Vicki Haas at 7:15 PM at her home.  26 people were in attendance.  They were, in alphabetical order, Courtney A. Behrens, Grady Behrens, James Clark, Phyllis Clifton, Michael Dawson, Ruth Dillard, Sheila Ferrari, Grace Golarsha, Vicki Haas, Gordon Hanson, Robiere Hill, Randall Hoel, June Hollins, Elitha Howard, Jerry Koppel, Linda Koppel, Richard Lopez, Liz Mason, Katherine McBee, Maria McBee, Dennis Murphy, JoAnn Murphy, Kasharii Parker, Lech Ratrajczak, Gary Woll, and Judy Woll.

Vicki Haas welcomed everyone who then introduced themselves.  Vicki Hass requested submissions to NoMCO’s Newsletter which should be published at the end of the month.

Richard Lopez presented an insight to the Maywood Market.  The village spent $750,000, which included the addition of sewers, repaving of the streets, and refurbishing the parking lot.  The market needs customers.  It’s hard to break the shopping habits of the residents.  The market is burdened with $100,000 in real estate taxes and an electrical bill of $9000.  There is an effort of others to take over the store.  An attempt was made to cosign another loan.  The village voted to not support the effort.  Not all the info was revealed.  Richard noted that all the meat including the chicken had no preservatives, hormones, nor chemicals.  As a result, the coloring tends to turn darker sooner that the meat at other grocers, but is of very fine quality and the customers should not be turned off by the color.  The offerings are rotated every 3 or 4 days.  The food is purchased from Centralia and all rejects are returned to Centralia.  A total of 3 and ½ million dollars was spent on the building.  The liquor license costs $10,000 per year, or approximately $1000 per month.  There should be a different liquor license classification for grocers that sell liquor.  Gordon Hanson stated that this issue is already being considered by the village.  Due to the slow business, the restaurant area has already been closed.  The inventory is closely monitored by a computer program.  A lady has already volunteered to set up a web site for the grocery.  Several unsavory individuals were given a choice of staying and be subjected to a confrontation with the police or to leave and don’t come back.  There are 52 to 54 cameras surveying the store.

Vicki Haas reported that the Baptist Home is now being repaired.

Gary Woll read a letter that he prepared the previous evening advising the Maywood Market on steps they should take to increase sales.

(1) The market should prepare a sales sheet.  Advertising in the Tribune is probably not effective because the Tribune is probably not read by more than 10% of Maywood residents.  The shopper should be delivered to the homes in Maywood.  Perhaps kids should be hired to deliver the flyers.

(2) The restaurant should be reopened.

(3) Reopen the liquor department which contains package goods only.  This should require a new kind of liquor license, perhaps one that costs $2000 per year.

A proposal was made to assist the market.  A refinancing that would include covering 30% of monthly interest up to $3000 with TIF money.  This was defeated in a public vote, 3 to 4.  Voting “yes” were Yarbrough, Rivers, and Jaycox.  Voting “no” were Guzman, Perkins, Lightford, and Flowers.

Delivery service is provided but does not service outside of Maywood.  Customers prefer to come into the market personally.  The market originally hired 60 people but only needed 30.

Jerry Koppel requested that guests provide him with their email addresses if they desired to be added to NoMCO’s email list.

Vicki Haas asked that the guests join NoMCO.  Membership cost is only $5.00 per person.  She announced that governor Quinn will be at the Lexington School this Monday at 10 AM to sign Bill SB7 on accountability.  Citizens can join Mayor Yarbrough at McDonalds on the last Saturday of the month between 9 AM to 10 AM.  The swimming pool will be available this summer due to an agreement with West Corp “Y”.  Life guards are being sought.  The hope is that the pool will be available by the end of June.  Season passes will not be available, but daily passes will be available.  If the pool opens late in the season, there is a likelihood that the number of  attendees will be reduced.  Vicki Haas asked whether there will be events such as pool parties scheduled at the pool.  If the pool closes at 5:00 PM or 6:00 PM, parents will not be able to swim with their children, whereas it would be nice if parents could swim with their children in the evenings.  There should be more open hours and more flexible hours.  The “Y” will provide better management.

The Baptist Home had been an eyesore, having been broken into and vandalized.  A security fence has been installed; the parkway has been moved; landscape has been removed.  Plans have been submitted supporting housing, not assisted living, affordable housing.  Vicki is not sure who is doing the work..  There will be a nursing staff, but it will not be a nursing home.  The Veteran Administration will be there and there will be some vets.  This will have a positive effect and should help the Maywood Market.  Extensive work will be required and will take a long time.  This should bring jobs.  There will be an operational kitchen.  The building will be added to the tax rolls.  Nothing is being asked of the village. Senior tax credits had been asked of the village, but the request was turned down.

Maria McBee then passed out a flyer concerning environmental solutions.

Courtney Behrens reported on the Farmers Market.  The activity is a part of the Proviso Action Committee which was formed in response to youth violence.  Meetings are monthly and provide positive programming for youth.  The urban gardening program involves teaching and fresh produce is grown. Healthy eating is emphasized. There will be 4 gardens, two for Maywood and two for Broadview.  Several are teaching gardens.  Day care and youth organizations such as the boy scouts are desired to participate in the garden activities.  Volunteers are being sought.  Help is needed to maintain the gardens, especially in Maywood.  Currently, all plots are accounted for, and a waiting list exists.  The Farmers Market is now in its third year.  It is 8:00 AM to 11:00 AM each Saturday at the library.  Fresh local seasonal produce is on display.  Local businesses to be vendors are needed.  There is a vendor charge but what it is wasn’t known.  They are seeking farmers and there is a cooking demo.  There are also activities for the kids.  Gordon Hanson said that more info can be obtained by phoning Jennifer Young on her cell phone at (773) 242-3314.  Their web site is at www.urbangardens.com.  A walking club meets at 9:00 AM.  Students from Loyola and Dominican are helping.  Perennial plants can be exchanged.  Vicki Haas said that she is willing to donate.  The tomato starts look good.  The rain barrels are being maintained by the fire department.  Another web site was mentioned:  www.urbangardenconnection.com.

Mike Dawson discussed how the First and Lake Street project was broken into two parts.  The part along Lake St. was awarded to Cacciatore.  Larry Heubner, a successful entrepreneur, wants to join the Colonels Corner project.  Solarium Capital and A. E. Construction will commit capital.  The group has $1,500,000 available right now, whereas Cacciatore needs 65% occupancy before they can obtain financing.  The Colonel Corner development would assist Cacciatore to lease his space.  $275,000 is available for startup and $700,000 is available for the restaurant.  Mike Dawson will keep us posted on developments.  River Forest residents would be induced to travel to Maywood.  Valet parking would be desirable.  The undeveloped land across the street could be an additional source of parking. Other parking would include offsite locations, such as Main St., and a possible sharing of parking with Cacciatore’s project.

Vicki Haas reminded everyone that the house walk is scheduled for Sun.. July 10th and that the Jazz Fest, which is sponsored by the Maywood Rotary, is scheduled a week later on Sat. July 16th.  Gary Woll suggested that the attendees contribute $5.00 each for the Jazz Fest.  Gordon Hanson made and Gary Woll seconded a motion that NoMCO contribute $125.00 to the Jazz Fest.  The motion passed.  Linda Koppel asked whether The Rotary will make a corresponding donation to NoMCO.  Gary Woll, who is scheduled to become Rotary’s President on July 1st, said that the Rotary will supply bodies for the house walk.  Mike Dawson suggested that NoMCO set up a booth at the Jazz Fest to publicize itself.

James Clark introduced himself.  He is an electrician and has lived across from the Baptist Home for 17 years.

Liz Mason introduce hervself and has been involved with the vintage post cards of Maywood and has maintained a posting on Facebook.

Randy Hoel and Dennis Murphy introduced themselves.

Grace Golarsha won a hanging basket in the drawing.

Treasurer June Hollins reiterated that there would not be any trolleys at this year’s house walk and that the current balance in our treasury at the end of the past month was $3559.73.

The Chamber of Commerce publishes a Community Guide.  Gary Woll made and Mike Dawson seconded a motion that NoMCO renew our membership in the Chamber of Commerce.  The motion passed.

Suggestions were made that NoMCO hold its monthly meetings elsewhere in Maywood to meet additional neighbors.

At 9:10 PM, Gary Woll made and Gordon Hanson seconded a motion to adjourn the meeting.  The motion passed.

Respectfully submitted,

Jerry Koppel, Secretary
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